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passing skill or physical endowment for their renown. We have
generals, astronauts, and politicians whose glory is contingent
generally upon a single event or a series of events. Our films,
music, and plays tend in general to highlight short-term heroes.

There is no doubt that in our time and place, you and | have
real heroes and heroines. Some are known, some not; some are
sung, some unsung. Martin Luther King is known; so are Helen
Keller and her teacher. Some are not so well known, like Matt
Talbot from Ireland, who was once an alcoholic bum but became
a very holy man; Tom Dooley, who died at 34 after taking care of
the sick and dying poor in Vietnam; Dorothy Day, who renounced
communism to spend herself for the homeless of this world. They
are heroes and heroines because their whole life, at least the
greater portion of it, was heroic.

My contention is that the principal heroes and heroines of our
time are the modern-day saints. They might be ordinary people
like our parents, some relative of ours, a sister who takes care of
an elderly parent, a well-known and generous friend, an inspiring
teacher or former teacher, an elderly person whose family has
grown up and whose wife or husband is dead but who faces up to
life with good cheer and with peace.

The hero or heroine might be an extraordinary person, such as
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who spent her life caring and loving
the teeming, starving, and dying people of Calcutta. The Nobel
Prize Committee deserves great credit for presenting to the world
such a genuine heroine,

[ have just offered you the life of one such hero, John Baptist
de La Salle. He literally laid down his life so that the poor and il-
literate children of France might live. He poured himself out; he
emptied himself that others might be filled up. He was bread bro-
ken for the poor of the world. He did all this in a matter-of-fact
way, responding to life with a full and willing heart. He had class.
He did what he had to do. He said, “Here I am; I am present,”
each time life exacted some sacrifice so that others might live. He
answered, “Present,” to life each moment of his life.
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This man was no plaster saint; he was flesh and bone, heart
and brain. He was no ethereal spirit, a nomad floating between
heaven and earth; he was more like a tree with roots sunk into the
good earth and branches pointing to the sky. He was a man stand-
ing between heaven and earth as a life-giver, cultivating growth in
himself and in his brothers and sisters throughout the world.

He responded “Yes” to life.

Ladies and Gentlemen, life is now in session.

Are you present?
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